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1
MALE OPTICAL CONNECTOR AND
FEMALE OPTICAL CONNECTOR AND
RELATED OPTICAL FIBER COUPLING
ASSEMBLY

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

The present disclosure relates to optical technology and,
particularly, to a male optical connector, a female optical
connector, and a related optical fiber coupling assembly.

2. Description of Related Art

Optical fiber coupling assemblies are preferred for use in
data transmission between electronic devices due to their high
transmission speed and signal integrity. The optical fiber cou-
pling assembly includes two optical fiber connectors, such as
a male optical connector and a female optical connector, for
coupling the optical fibers together to allow optical transmit-
tance between the optical fibers. The connectors include
lenses each being aligned with a corresponding optical fiber.
When coupling the two connectors together, a lens in the male
optical connector is aligned with a corresponding lens in the
female optical connector to ensure the optical transmittance.
However, when the connector is detached from the other
connector, the lenses are easily contaminated. This decreases
transmission efficiency and destroys the signal integrity.

Therefore, it is desirable to provide a male optical connec-
tor, a female optical connector, and a related optical fiber
coupling assembly, which can overcome or at least alleviate
the limitations described.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic, isometric view of an optical fiber
coupling assembly, according to an exemplary embodiment,
showing the optical fiber coupling assembly in a coupled
stated.

FIG. 2 is similar to FIG. 1, but showing the optical fiber
coupling assembly in an uncoupled stated.

FIG. 3 is similar to FIG. 2, but viewed from another angle.

FIG. 4 is a cross sectional view of the optical fiber coupling
assembly of FIG. 1, showing the optical fiber coupling assem-
bly in an uncoupled stated.

FIG. 5 is similar to FIG. 4, but showing the optical fiber
coupling assembly in a coupled stated.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Referring to FIG. 1, an optical fiber coupling assembly
100, according to an exemplary embodiment, is shown. The
optical fiber coupling assembly 100 includes a female optical
connector 10 and a male optical connector 30. For example,
the female optical connector 10 may be assembled in elec-
tronic devices (not shown), such as printers, cameras, and
computer hosts. The male optical connector 30 may be
assembled in some portable electronic devices or computer
peripherals and is coupled with the female optical connector
10 for transmitting optical signals.

Referring to FIGS. 2-4, the female optical connector 10
includes a first connector body 11, a first support platform 12,
a first hollow pusher 13, two first lenses 14, and two first
shielding plates 15.

The first connector body 11 includes a first coupling sur-
face 110 facing the male optical connector 30. The first cou-
pling surface 110 defines a first receiving hole 111 with a first
opening 112. The first receiving hole 111 is rectangular and
blind. The first connector body 11 includes a bottom surface
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113, a first surface 114, and a second surface 115 in the first
receiving hole 111. The first surface 114 is substantially par-
allel to the second surface 115. The bottom surface 113 per-
pendicularly interconnects the first surface 114 and the sec-
ond surface 115. Two recesses 116 are respectively defined in
the first surface 114 and the second surface 115. The recesses
116 are positioned at a distal portion of the first receiving hole
111 away from the bottom surface 113.

The first support platform 12 is a cube and extends from the
bottom surface 113. The first support platform 12 includes a
first light receiving surface 120 at a distal portion thereof. The
first light receiving surface 120 is substantially parallel to the
bottom surface 113.

The first hollow pusher 13 is a rectangular frame and is
received in the first receiving hole 111. The first hollow
pusher 13 extends from the bottom surface 113 and receives
the first support platform 12. The first hollow pusher 13
includes a top wall 132 and a bottom wall 134 substantially
parallel to the top wall 132. The top wall 132 is adjacent to the
first surface 114. The bottom wall 134 is adjacent to the
second surface 115. A receiving room 118 is formed between
the first hollow pusher 13 and the first and second surfaces
114, 115.

The first lenses 14 are received in the first hollow pusher 13
and partially arranged on the first light receiving surface 120.

The first shielding plates 15 are made of elastic material,
such as plastic, rubber, and metal sheet. Each first shielding
plate 15 includes a first fixed end (not label) and a first free end
(not label) opposite to the first fixed end. The two first fixed
ends are fixed to the first connector body 11 at opposite sides
of' the first receiving hole 111, and the two first free ends are
free and overlappable to cover the first opening 112, thereby
preventing contamination from contaminating the first lenses
14. In detail, the first fixed ends are respectively fixed to the
first surface 114 and the second surface 115.

The male optical connector 30 includes a second connector
body 31, a second hollow pusher 32, a second support plat-
form 33, two second lenses 34, and two second shielding
plates 35.

The second connector body 31 includes a second coupling
surface 310 facing the first coupling surface 110. The second
coupling surface 310 defines a second receiving hole 311 with
a second opening 312. The second receiving hole 311 is
rectangular and blind. The second connector body 31
includes a connection surface 313, a first side surface 314, and
a second side surface 315 in the second receiving hole 311.
The first side surface 314 is substantially parallel to the sec-
ond side surface 315. The connection surface 313 perpen-
dicularly interconnects the first side surface 314 and the sec-
ond side surface 315.

The second support platform 33 is a cube and extends from
the connection surface 313. The second support platform 33
is aligned with the first support platform 12 and includes a
second light receiving surface 330 at a distal portion thereof.
The second light receiving surface 330 faces the first light
receiving surface 120 and is substantially parallel to the con-
nection surface 313.

The second hollow pusher 32 is a rectangular frame and
extends from the second coupling surface 310. The second
hollow pusher 32 includes an upper wall 322 and a lower wall
324 substantially parallel to the lower wall 324. The second
hollow pusher 32 surrounds the second receiving hole 311.
The upper wall 322 is coplanar with the first side surface 314.
The lower wall 324 is coplanar with the second side surface
315.
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The second lenses 34 are received in the second hollow
pusher 32 and partially arranged on the second light receiving
surface 330. The second lenses 34 are aligned with the respec-
tive first lenses 14.

The second shielding plates 35 are made of elastic material,
such as plastic, rubber, and metal sheet. Each second shield-
ing plate 35 includes a second fixed end (not label) and a
second free end (not label) opposite to the second fixed end.
The two second fixed ends are fixed to opposite sides of the
second hollow pusher 32, and the two second free ends are
free and overlappable to cover the second opening 312,
thereby preventing contamination from contaminating the
second lenses 34. In detail, the second fixed ends are respec-
tively fixed to the upper wall 322 and the lower wall 324.

Referring to FIGS. 4-5, when the male optical connector 30
is inserted into the female optical connector 10, the second
hollow pusher 32 pulls the first shielding plates 15 to bend
toward the bottom surface 113. When the male optical con-
nector 30 is further inserted into the female optical connector
10, the first hollow pusher 13 pulls the second shielding plates
35 to bend toward the connection surface 313 until the first
lenses 14 are exposed to the second lenses 34. In this situa-
tion, the second hollow pusher 32 is received in the receiving
room 118. The first coupling surface 110 abuts the second
coupling surface 310. The second hollow pusher 32 presses
the first shielding plates 15 in the recesses 116. The second
shielding plates 35 are pressed between the first hollow
pusher 13 and the second hollow pusher 32. In detail, one of
the second shielding plates 35 is positioned between the top
wall 132 and upper wall 332, and the other one is positioned
between the bottom wall 134 and the lower wall 334. There-
fore, the first shielding plates 15 and the second shielding
plates 35 are open. In other words, the light path between the
first lenses 14 and the second lenses 34 is clear. As a result, the
first lens 14 is optically coupled with a corresponding second
lens 34.

The female optical connector 10 further includes a number
of first optical fibers (not shown), such as first transmitting
optical fibers and first receiving optical fibers, inserted into
the first support platform 12 and optically coupled to the first
lenses 14. The male optical connector 60 further includes a
number of second optical fibers (not shown), such as second
transmitting optical fibers and second receiving optical fibers,
inserted into the second support platform 33 and optically
coupled to the second lenses 34. Each second receiving opti-
cal fiber is coupled to a corresponding first transmitting opti-
cal fiber through the first lens 14 and the second lens 34. Each
first receiving optical fiber is coupled to a corresponding
second transmitting optical fiber (not shown) through the first
lens 14 and the second lens 34. Therefore, optical transmit-
tance can begin and is not influenced by the first shielding
plates 15 and the second shielding plates 35.

When the male optical connector 30 is detached from the
female optical connector 10, the first shielding plates 15
rotate to cover the first opening 112 as the restoration of the
first shielding plates 15, and the second shielding plates 35
rotate to cover the second opening 312 as the restoration of the
second shielding plates 35.

In other embodiments, the first hollow pusher 13 may be a
hollow cylinder, and the second hollow pusher 32 may be a
hollow cylinder. When the male optical connector 30 is
coupled with the female connector 10, the second shielding
plates 35 are pressed between the circumference wall of the
first hollow pusher 13 and the circumference wall of the
second hollow pusher 32.

Even though numerous characteristics and advantages of
the present embodiments have been set fourth in the forego-
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ing description, together with details of the structures and
functions of the embodiments, the disclosure is illustrative
only, and changes may be made in details, especially in the
matters of shape, size, and arrangement of parts within the
principles of the disclosure to the full extent indicated by the
broad general meaning of the terms in which the appended
claims are expressed.

What is claimed is:

1. An optical fiber coupling assembly comprising:

a female optical connector comprising:

a first connector body comprising a first coupling sur-
face, the first coupling surface defining a first receiv-
ing hole with a first opening, the first connector body
further comprising a bottom surface, a first surface,
and a second surface in the first receiving hole, the
bottom surface facing the first opening and perpen-
dicularly interconnected between the first surface and
the second surface;

a first hollow pusher extending from the bottom surface
and received in the first receiving hole, the first hollow
pusher being spaced apart from the first surface and
the second surface;

first optical fibers;

first lenses received in the first receiving hole and opti-
cally coupled to the first optical fibers; and

two elastic first shielding plates having first fixed ends
fixed to the first surface and the second surface at
opposite sides of the first receiving hole, and opposite
first free ends overlappable to cover the first opening;
and

a male optical connector comprising:

a second connector body defining a second receiving
hole with a second opening, the second connector
body comprising a connection surface in the second
receiving hole, the connection surface facing the sec-
ond opening;

a second hollow pusher extending from the second con-
nector body and surrounding the second receiving
hole;

second optical fibers;

second lenses received in the second receiving hole and
optically coupled to the second optical fibers; and

two elastic second shielding plates having second fixed
ends fixed to opposite sides of the second hollow
pusher, and opposite second free ends overlappable to
cover the second opening;

wherein the male optical connector is inserted in the female

optical connector, the first shielding plates are bent
inwardly toward the bottom surface by the second hol-
low pusher, and the second shielding plates are bent
inwardly toward the connection surface by the first hol-
low pusher so as to expose the first lenses to the second
lenses.

2. The optical fiber coupling assembly in claim 1, wherein
the female optical connector further comprises a first support
platform with the first optical fibers inserted thereinto, the
first support platform extends from the bottom surface and
received in the first hollow pusher, the first support platform
has a first light receiving surface facing toward the first open-
ing, and the first lenses are formed on the first light receiving
surface.

3. The optical fiber coupling assembly in claim 2, wherein
the male optical connector further comprises a second sup-
port platform with the second optical fibers inserted thereinto,
the second support platform extends from the connection
surface and received in the second hollow pusher, the second
support platform has a second light receiving surface facing
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toward the second opening, and the second lenses are formed
on the second light receiving surface.

4. The optical fiber coupling assembly in claim 1, wherein
the first surface is substantially parallel to the second surface,
two recesses are respectively defined in the first surface and
the second surface for receiving the first shielding plates, and
the recesses are positioned at a distal portion of the first
receiving hole away from the bottom surface.

5. The optical fiber coupling assembly in claim 4, wherein
the first hollow pusher is a rectangular frame and comprises a
top wall and a bottom wall, the top wall is adjacent to the first
surface, the bottom wall is substantially parallel to the top
wall and is adjacent to the second surface, a receiving room is
formed between the first hollow pusher and the first and
second surfaces, and the second hollow pusher is received in
the receiving room.

6. The optical fiber coupling assembly in claim 1, wherein
the first hollow pusher is a cylinder.

7. The optical fiber coupling assembly in claim 1, wherein
the second hollow pusher is a rectangular frame and com-
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prises an upper wall and a lower wall parallel to the upper
wall, and the second fixed ends of the second shielding plates
are fixed to the upper wall and the lower wall respectively.

8. The optical fiber coupling assembly in claim 7, wherein
the second connector body comprises a first side surface and
a second side surface in the second receiving hole, the first
side surface is parallel to the second side surface, the connec-
tion surface connects the first side surface to the second side
surface, the upper wall is coplanar with the first side surface,
and the lower wall is coplanar with the second side surface.

9. The optical fiber coupling assembly in claim 8, wherein
the second connector body further comprises a second cou-
pling surface, the second receiving hole is defined in the
second coupling surface, and the second hollow pusher
extends from the second coupling surface.

10. The optical fiber coupling assembly in claim 1, wherein
the second hollow pusher is a cylinder.
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